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PREFACE.

THE history of the stage all over the world has
stamped it with a pronounced tendency to the re-
presentation of religious and mythological stories.
In India the tendency has acquired all the elements
of character. If, on the one hand, it has kept alive
the popularity of the stage, on the other hand it has
dwarfed the development of the drama. It is only
In recent times that it has come to be slowly realised
that the drama deals with life and that life is not to
be found—at least exclusively—in mythology and
romance. It was something of a discovery that life
was to be seen in our very streets and market-places.

To draw out the drama from its favourite haunts
in royal palaces and ancient times would thus be
seen to be even a process of education, The adap-
tation in Telugu of Moliere’s “ Physician in Spite of
Himself,” presented in the following pages, was at-
tempted by me as an experiment on the suggestion
and encouragement of my friend Mr. V. V. Srinirasa
Aiyangar who has never missed being helpful with
new ideas.

[ have latterly been much pained to observe a
deplorable liberty taken by present-day playwrights
with Geography and History under the plea of
romance. But I never knew that it was supposed
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